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Philippians will  

C H A L L E N G E   

E N C O U R A G E   

C O M F O R T   

T E A C H   

A N D  

I N S P I R E   

us how to live as CITIZENS of  
Heaven as residents in this world.”   

 
- Michael Davis 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	 If you are a Christian, which simply means a follower of Jesus, then you are a 
CITIZEN of Heaven! This is not something you are working towards, but a REALITY of who 
you already are in Christ. And as CITIZENS of Heaven, we are called to promote the 
vision and values of Heaven, even while we are residents here on earth. In this series, we 
want to look at what heavenly our citizenship looks like and how we can begin living that 
out in the places that God has called us to reside. 

WEEK  1 :  J ESUS  BEG INS  AND F IN ISHES  WITH  US

	 In today’s sermon, we began with an introduction on the city of Philippi, which 
was the first European city to hear the Gospel that Paul brought to the Gentiles. Upon 
arriving, Lydia (a high-end fashion designer) was saved (along with her whole 
household). After receiving Christ, she opened her home so that Paul could preach the 
Gospel to others. She also likely allowed her home to be the first meeting place for the 
church of Philippi.  
	 Shortly after this, while Paul and Silas were preaching in the streets, a slave girl 
suffering under a demonic spirit was healed by them. Because of this, an uproar began in 
the city, which ended up landing Paul and Silas both in jail. Miraculously, however, God 
frees them from their chains, and allows them to minister to a prison guard who also 
places his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In sum, the first church was comprised of a former 
clairvoyant, a recovering sundial jailor, and a high-end fashion designer. This teaches us 
that God has not only began a good work, but is also faithful to carry that work forward 
until it is finished!  
	 This reminds us of the story of Kayla that can be found on ESPN E60. In that story, 
Kayla was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. But instead of giving up Kayla begins 
running and pushing herself to become the best runner she can be. Often, she is running 
with no feeling in her legs and depending upon the shouts from her coach on the 
sidelines. As she runs harder, the symptoms become so severe that her coach has to 
literally catch her from falling at the end of the race. In the same way, we serve a God 
who does not just begin the work and leaves us to figure it out, but a God who is 
coaching us on the sideline and ready to receive us into His arms when we finish the race. 
As Christians we are completely reliant upon Jesus, who has not only ran the race before 
us, but has finished and is ready to support us along the way.  
	 All we need to do is trust and believe that Jesus is there to catch us! All we need 
to do is call out Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! Jesus!
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"I'm scared of falling and failing in front of all of my foes. And I feel 
some friends are unfaithful, so I keep my small circle closed. I don't 
want no handouts or favors, no functional saviors. I'm going to tell 
that Truth ‘til it kill me and I'm chilling with my Creator. Jesus! Jesus! 
Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! to all of my haters, for the ones that think I 
forgot Him and the ones who won't let me say Him. I ain't scared 
no more.” - Lecrae 

“And I also rejoice because the firm root of your faith, famous from 
the earliest times, still abides and bears fruit for our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who endured for our sins even to face death.” – Polycarp 
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Philippians 1:3-11: “3 Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my 
God. 4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 
5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News 
about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 6 And I am 
certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue 
his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns.7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for 
you have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special 
favor of God, both in my imprisonment and in defending and 
confirming the truth of the Good News. 8 God knows how much I 
love you and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ 
Jesus.9 I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that 
you will keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. 10 For I 
want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live 
pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 11 May you 
always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous 
character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring 
much glory and praise to God.” 
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1. In the introduction Michael showed us that the Philippian church 
was started with a high-end fashion designer, a medium, and a 
suicidal prison warden. What do you think this assortment of 
people teach us about the Church? What does it teach us about 
God’? What does it teach us about our mission in this world? 

2. Paul wrote one of the most joyful letters in all of the New 
Testament while he was still in prison. How do you think Paul was 
so joyful as he was writing to the Philippians? 

3. The reminder from Scripture this week is that Jesus not only began 
the good work of salvation in us, but will also carry that work on 
until it is complete. With that, how is Jesus working this salvation 
deeper into you today? How is the Holy Spirit growing you to 
look more like Jesus? How is He teaching you to surrender more 
of yourself to Him? 

4. If our life is a race, then how are we running it? Are we giving 
everything we have to it? Or are we holding back?

• Prayers of thanks to Jesus, who has begun a work in us and is working towards 
completing that work in us. 

• Prayers for joy - like Paul - even in the midst of hard circumstances. 

• Prayers for patience, since growth happens slower than we would often like. 

• Prayers for group participants and any other prayer requests that were shared
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