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‘Suffering ’
From the series::  Conversations... on life, God, and other small topics – 11/18/12
Big Idea

Suffering is a reality for everyone.  As Christians, how do we make sense of God in light of this and how do we face suffering well?  First, it’s important to remember that evil does not disprove God, for God is required as the standard of good and evil.  Furthermore, despite what it looks like, God uses evil and suffering to draw us to him as well as to help us to see and know him more clearly.  Ultimately, suffering should drive us to the cross as we learn to depend on Jesus for everything.  

Questions

Engaging the Head::
· For many, the doubt or chose to disbelieve that there could be a God in the midst of so much evil, pain and suffering in the world.  The argument is often ‘If God is all-good, and all-powerful, then why doesn’t He do something about the evil and suffering in the world?  The conclusion is that God must not be all-good, or all-powerful because if He was, He would do something about it, so how would you respond to someone who raises that question?  

· Read Romans 8:18-39.  What does this teach us about suffering and evil in our lives?  How does understanding Christ and his work on the cross help us think well about suffering and evil in our lives? 

Engaging the Heart::
· When Joseph encounters his brothers in Egypt he says “Am I in the place of God?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” (Gn. 50:19-20)  How have you seen God turn suffering/evil to good in your own life?  How does this affect our ability to trust God in present or future difficulties?

Engaging the Hands::
· We will all suffer at some point in life.  What does it look like to do this well and depend on Christ during these times?  How can we help others walk through suffering?

Announcements – 
· Beginnings Brunch – this Sunday, November 25th, the GENESIS Connections Team will be hosting a brunch for all the new (or newer) people to GENESIS over the past month. If you’ve brought a friend to GENESIS recently, please invite them to join you this coming Sunday for the beginnings brunch so they can learn more about GENESIS and how to connect within the community.

· the City – join GENESIS on the City!  The City is a NEW way for GENESIS to communicate and connect people with others within the community.  Request an invitation to join the City by going to genesischurch.onthecity.org 
· ‘workers’ – sign-up today to be a ‘worker’ at GENESIS.  Learn more about SERVING with GENESIS by visiting the GENESIS website – http://www.genesisthejourney.com/blog/post/do-you-see-what-i-see    

· This Sunday – GENESIS will continue the ‘Conversation’ this Sunday by looking at – Sexuality.  
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